
St. Catherine Laboure Church 

Finance Council Minutes 

November 14, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER: by Therese at 6 pm 

OPENING PRAYER: offered by Fr. Fred LeClaire, CMF 

ADORATION/MEDITATION: led by Marie.  Marie began with a quote from Saint Therese of 

Calcutta.  “If we pray, we believe.  If we believe, we love.  If we love, we serve.”  She shared a prayer 

from her favorite saint, St. Bernadette “Let the crucifix be not only in my eyes and on my breast, but 

in my heart. O Jesus! Release all my affections and draw them upwards. Let my crucified heart sink 

forever into Thine and bury itself in the mysterious wound made by the entry of the lance.”  Marie 

continued the meditation with a look at what the bible tell us about prayers of thanksgiving as found in 

Phil 4:6, 1 Thes 5:16-18, Psalm 100:4,  Eph 1:15-16 and  Psalm 9:1  What are we thankful for today 

and every other day?  Marie asked if anyone wanted to share who their favorite saint was.  Therese said 

her confirmation saint was St. Catherine Laboure.  Lance said his confirmation saint was St. 

Christopher. 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Bill Baker, Therese Baker, Marie Carbajal, Mike Chavez, Candace 

Hall, Rachel Smith, Lance Wilson and Fr. Fred LeClaire. 

ABSENT: Maryellen Chavez, Trish Ketchmark (both excused) 

GUESTS: Janeen Kramer 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC: none 

PARISHIONER CONCERNS to Finance Council members – none 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from October 10, 2019 

Bill made a motion to approve the minutes from October 10, 2019 as submitted.  Lance 

seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

APPROVAL OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS for October 2019 

Rachel – asked why the cost for the Private Phone line for rectory why so high in October?  

Tammy replied that it is the yearly fee associated with the service.  Father added he plans to 

drop the service next year.  

Rachel made a motion to approve the Financial Statements for October as 

submitted.  Candie seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

OLD BUSINESS 

• Addition of Stained glass on the existing Altar – The group met in the church to review 

the changes to the altar that Father has requested.  He proposes putting stained glass in the 

three openings on the front of the altar and on the two sides.  There would be lights installed 

behind stained glass.  He is currently considering a lamb in center, chalice one side host on 

other, and the Holy Spirit dove on both sides.  Father is working with the artist who did the 

stained glass for Sacred Heart and designs would be submitted to the Liturgy Committee for 

approval. 

Rachel – asked if we would add pedestals for flowers since we will be covering the 

spaces they currently are located.  Father replied we could if that was what the Liturgy 

Committee wanted. 



Therese – asked if the wooden arch screen with cross will be removed when the 

stained glass is installed.  Father said yes it would. 

Candie - suggested moving the wooden screen and putting it on the back of the choir 

cabinet.   

• Removal of the railing in front of the altar - Father would like to remove the railing from 

in front of altar.  We would keep the railing behind the Altar Servers.  We could keep the 

railing behind the baptismal font. The handrails for the stairs would also be kept. 

Rachel – we would need to relocate the ablution cup on the ambo side of the altar if we 

remove the railing.   

Rachel and Candie - suggested we put more posts on handrails to make the handrails 

more stable.  

Bill – added that before we can make any decisions about the railing, we need to bring 

out someone to look at it and give us some options.  

Marie - expressed that she likes the railing.  Tammy added she also likes the railing and 

that she has never had a visitor say that the railing is unattractive.   

Rachel – agreed that she would like more information regarding what the railing could 

be changed to be and make the handrails sturdy. 

Bill – added that he thinks the stained glass would still look ok even if the railing stays 

in place.  Marie and Candie agree. 

• Lance made a motion to move forward with stained glass.  Bill seconded 

the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

o Father working with artist who did stained glass at Sacred Heart to 

come up with designs for glass. 

• Rachel made a motion to have someone come out to evaluate the rail in 

front of the altar and how to shore up the handrails.  Bill seconded the 

motion. Approved with all in favor. 

o Father will talk to Dale Carroll regarding the railing. 

• Hall kitchen vent replacement – this is in process – Jim McCormick is coordinating the 

work between the hood installer and the electricians with the goal to be done by December 

8th in time for the Knights breakfast.  Father would like to give Jim McCormick $350 for 

his time and labor in the kitchen installation.   

• Mike made a motion to give Jim McCormick $350 for services rendered.  

Bill seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

• Church AC Installation – Father has spoken with Len.  At this time, we have the gas line 

in place for St. Michael room and the two units on the St. Michael room are subject to failure 

when the heat needs to be used.  The hold up in the process is that we need to pour the pads 

for the Heat pumps to move forward with the project.  Len told Father that the Church AC 

units can wait until later as the faulty part of the unit is the AC not the heat. 

• Weed Spraying bids – Marie received a bid from Mel’s Outdoor Services (the company she 

uses for her own property) to do an initial spray of the weeds on the property.  The bid for 

the initial spray includes spraying of the weeds, a pre-emergent and two post-emergent.  This 

will cover the 41,450 feet of area that was measured by the service to include both sides of 



the highway fencing, and the dirt area from the street to the railroad ties on the south side of 

the parking lot.  They will also spray the area around the trailers and outbuildings in the back, 

and the rock areas around the church. 

She also received a bid from them to do a yearly maintenance program.  They will monitor 

the areas described in the initial spray bid every 25-30 days for weed growth for the period 

of one year.  There are three payment options, $110 per month, $645 paid semi-annually, or 

$1,260 paid annually. 

Father – Micah will continue to mow the larger sections of the property.  This is to help 

with the areas that are difficult to mow following improvements we have made on the 

property. 

• Marie motioned to accept both the initial spray for $550 and the yearly 

contract paying the annual fee of $1,260.  Mike seconded the motion.  

Approved with all in favor. 

• Choir Cabinet & Step removal – this is still in the research stage 

• Overview of Parish plans – The original site plans were drawn up by the Pastoral Council 

and approved by the parishioners in 1991.  We are behind the timeline set for the addition of 

the new wing for offices, classrooms and shared space.  We could still be on target for the 

construction of the new sanctuary as planned for 2025.   The old plan may be outdated but 

is a good starting point.   

Father – the current projections for new housing in the area could lead to a minimum 

of 200 new homes equating to 400 new members in the foreseeable future.  Father feels 

we need to explore all of our options including (1) do we increase size of sanctuary, (2) 

do we build a rectory to house a second priest, (3) will a new priest live at Sacred Heart 

and come here to serve Mass, (4) do we look at the 21 acres as a potential rectory.  He 

reminded the Council that we have 26 acres of property to work with.  We need to look 

at all the property to decide what can be done to best serve the community. Father would 

like to see a 3-year / 5-year / 10-year plan developed, and the Pastoral Council is 

currently working on this project. He suggests that three members from the Finance 

Council and three members of the Pastoral Council work together to not only address 

the needs of the parish and the available funding for the needs that can be met.   

Bill asked if it wouldn’t be better for Father to propose some projects to be prioritized 

for the plan.  Father said no. Priests focus only on saving souls where the laity focuses 

on the actual needs of the community.   

• Therese will reach out to Len with an offer to form a bilateral planning 

committee. Rachel, Bill and Mike volunteered to be on the committee. 

• Scholarship applications – Therese reported that wwo families were awarded scholarships 

totaling $2,000.  The money was sent directly to Sacred Heart on behalf of the families, and 

Therese sent letters to the families to notify them.  Applications will be fine-tuned for next 

year to clarify a couple of areas the committee found to be a little confusing. 

• Check Signatures – there was a problem at the Credit Union.  They found a very old 

document from when we were a mission that needed to be clarified through new 

documentation.  Chase is done.  Marie and Candie are signers. 

o Rachel made a motion to remove Mary Anderson from OneAZ accounts and add 

Candace Hall as a signatory.  Lance seconded.  Approved all in favor. 



• Safe Environment Renewals – Tammy reported that everyone is working on this process.  

Rachel will help one of her volunteers complete the process. 

• Landscaping along highway – this was tabled last month.  Lance asked if there was going 

to be a decision made regarding the landscaping along the highway fence.   

Mike received a new bid from RE Landscaping and sons for $4,033 dollars, weed fabric, 

using 1” Mesa brown rock.  This bid is the lowest of the three for the project. 

Rachel made a motion to accept RE & Sons Landscaping bid for $4,033 

provided they will honor their bid for the quoted amount as the date was listed 

as September.  Candie seconded.  Approved with Bill and Marie abstaining.   

NEW BUSINESS 

• Valley Pump Bids– Father and Bill met with Valley Pump to discuss the concern for water 

when there is a break in the line at the church.  Father had reported last month that if we do 

not have water available, the facility must be closed until water has been restored.  Valley 

Pump feels the best option is to put in a plastic tank that can be filled by the outlet on the 

north end of the church.   

If water to church is unavailable, the tank could be utilized to provide water for the church.  

The bid is for 2,500-gallon poly storage tank, the first fill of the tank, a 5 year warranty, the 

brass ball valves and pump for $3.911.56 

Rachel and Tammy asked if the location of the tank is the best placement if we are looking 

at a potential new addition of a larger sanctuary. 

Candie made a motion to approve the installation of the tank in the best 

location that fits the needs of the parish.  Rachel seconded. Approved with all 

in favor.  

Bill and Father will work with Valley pump to choose the most advantageous site. 

Bill - reported that the existing well pump is 17 years old.  Valley Pump informed he and 

Father that the pump has reached the end of its useful life.  The cost to pull and replace the 

pump is $2,534.78  

o Candie motion to accept bid for new pump from Valley pump for $2,534.78.  

Rachel seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

• Concrete pads / sidewalk bids – Rykor Construction gave us a bid for $1,900 to pour the 

5” thick pads for the heat pumps for the St. Michael room and to repair the sidewalk that was 

damaged during the gas line installation. 

o Mike made a motion to approve the bid for AC pad / sidewalk repair.  Lance 

seconded.  Approved by all with Rachel abstaining.   

• Kevin can pour in three weeks – he will let office know exact schedule 

•  Solar panel tree issues – Mike contacted the solar company to find out why we are having 

some yield deviations in the energy produced by the solar panels.  They were able to 

determine that we have had a problem during the fall for at least the past three years.  The 

variance during these months appears to be due to the trees casting shadows on the panels.  

Once the leaves drop, the problem appears to self-correct.  The arborists Mike contacted 

recommend that we take down the large Sycamore tree.  The apple trees by Father’s house 

also cause problems, but they could be trimmed instead of taking them down. 



The Council would like to know if there are other options to consider, instead of removing the 

Sycamore tree. 

o Mike will ask for bids to remove the apple trees and trimming of the Sycamore 

instead of removing the tree. 

• Christmas Count – to be discussed at next month’s meeting. 

• Sunday count review – One small issue with confusion of envelopes for two different 

collections.  Otherwise going very well. 

OTHER ITEMS: none 

MEMBER CONCERNS –  

Therese will send out an email for everyone to sign up for the annual Christmas potluck for the 

next meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Marie made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:46 pm.  Bill seconded the motion.  

Approved with all in favor. 

CLOSING PRAYER: offered by Father Fred. 

NEXT MEETING: December 12, 2019 at 6 pm in the St. Michael Room 

SUBMITTED BY: Tammy Holmes, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 


