
St. Catherine Laboure Church 

Finance Council Minutes 

October 10, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER: by Therese at 6 pm 

OPENING PRAYER: offered by Fr. Fred LeClaire, CMF 

ADORATION/MEDITATION: led by Trish.  October 7 was the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary.  

Today’s meditation is on devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary from the book “True Devotion to the 

Blessed Virgin.”  Christ did not need anyone or anything to accomplish His saving mission.  God 

desired to use the Blessed Virgin Mary the means to bring salvation to the world.  God the Father asked 

for Mary’s consent through one of His messengers prior to God the Holy Spirit conceiving God the 

Son in the womb of Mary.  Mary was present at the death of Christ to show how important she was to 

His mission.  He used her to bring about His miracles.  For this reason, the more God finds Mary in the 

soul of a person, the more He produces the fruits of the Holy Spirit within the person.  It was a blessing 

for us when Mary said, “yes.”  By following her example, we honor this blessing.  Marie will lead the 

meditation in November.  Bill volunteered to lead the mediation in December. 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Therese Baker, William Baker, Marie Carbajal, Mike Chavez, 

Candace Hall, Trish Ketchmark, Lance Wilson and Fr. Fred LeClaire. 

ABSENT: Maryellen Chavez, Rachel Smith (both excused) 

GUESTS: James McCormick 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC: none 

PARISHIONER CONCERNS to Finance Council members – none 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES from September 12, 2019 

Trish made a motion to approve the minutes from September 12, 2019 as submitted.  

Lance seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

APPROVAL OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS for September 2019 

Bill asked if there is concern that the plate collection is down from previous years.  

Father replied that he isn’t currently concerned at this time as we are meeting our needs 

and meeting expenses.  He added that by the end of the fiscal year, we are always close 

to our projected number.  Therese added that we need to remember we are experiencing 

a little drop in collection from the people who were coming here during construction at 

Sacred Heart last year.  Overall, the numbers are not significantly down from the budget. 

Marie made a motion to approve the Financial Statements for September as 

submitted.  Bill seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

OLD BUSINESS 

• Ponderosa Electric work / kitchen hood project update – James McCormick gave an 

update of the project to the Council.  John from Custom Steel, James, and Garth from 

Ponderosa Electric were here to prepare a bid for the electrical work based on the 

requirements stated by John from Custom Steel.  This work has been completed.  There is, 

however, another circuit that needs to be installed to run the fire suppression system power 

head, and Custom Steel needs two roof jacks to hook up the blower and the makeup air 

system. This was not in the original electrical bid.   James had John paint on the roof where 

the additional circuits need to be placed.  Garth from Ponderosa has given a best guess that 



this will be an additional $500 to $1,000.  He will be out next week to give us a firm bid.  

James is prepared to pay for the additional costs as this should have been noted during the 

original meeting.   

Marie made a motion for the parish to pay the additional costs from Ponderosa 

Electric.  Lance seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

Bill made a motion that any and all cost overruns will be paid by the Parish.  Marie 

seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

Thank you, James for your time and efforts to get this project completed! 

• Church AC unit bid – pending. 

• Sound System issue update – the new antennas have been installed and this appears to 

have been successful.  We have not had any issues – one small “blip” was reported by 

Father, but it quickly resolved itself. 

• Northside parking gate project– Trish presented the bids she received from American 

Fence. After discussion, the cost is higher than expected to fix a problem that will not be 

fixed without people being willing to obey the private property signs we have already 

posted.   

Bill made a motion to table this project at this time.  Lance seconded.  Approved 

with all in favor.   

Thank you, Trish for your hard work! Trish agreed to let the fence company know we 

have tabled this project for now. 

• Eastside parking lot landscape project–  

Lance reported that the bid he received from Vicente Landscaping was to install 1” 

mesa brown rock (which matches the rock around the church building) over weed fabric 

(approx. 4,500 sq. ft.)  for $4,582.77 after a charitable discount was applied.  Vicente 

Landscaping informed him that the gophers needed to be taken care of before the project 

could proceed.  After the suggestion made at the meeting in September, Lance contacted 

Rid-A-Pest who came out and for $125 poisoned the gophers.  This should be good for 

6 to 9 months.  Vicente Landscaping is running from 14 to 16 weeks out from time of 

approval of the project.  Lance asked them if they could put in parking stops to keep 

people from driving on the landscaping.  They don’t do that, but the suggested that we 

contact the company who did the parking lot to see if they could add the bumpers. 

Mike reported that he contacted Copperstate regarding placing 22 bumpers along the 

east side of the parking lot. The bumpers would run $1,980 installed.  ($90 each).   

Mike – had Blue Raven come out to bid the landscaping project.  Their bid was for 43 

tons of table mesa brown (to match what is around the church building) for $5,114.  

Mike suggested we consider adding twenty 2 ft boulders for esthetics in the rocks which 

would run $1,850.  The reason for the boulders is that there is no water available for 

planting to dress up the landscaping. 

Father suggested that he would like to investigate the possibility of putting in boulders 

to allow cremains to be placed in them.  This is available at some of the cemeteries in 

Phoenix. 

After discussion,  



Bill motioned to table the landscaping project for the east side parking lot 

at this time. Candie seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

Marie made a motion to put in the 22 bumpers along the east side of parking 

lot.  Lance seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

Marie mentioned that she has a weed spraying service that comes out to spray for weeds 

around her home.  If the purpose of putting down the rock is to prevent weeds, maybe 

we should check into this. 

Lance motioned to have Marie contact someone to provide us with a quote 

to spray the weeds around the property.  Father requested that it be two 

bids – one for the east side of the parking lot only, and one for the entire 

property.  Bill seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

Father will make Micah aware that he needs to take care of the weeds on a more regular 

basis. 

• Choir area step removal – pending. 

• St. Michael Room gas line – Father reported that the gas line has been installed, inspected, 

approved, covered over and all shut offs were brought up to code. 

• Picnic/playground area – Mike reported that the current picnic/ playground area is 

unappealing.  He feels that if we were to add some beautification, people would be more 

willing to utilize the area.  Lance asked what Mike envisioned the area will be used for?  

Mike replied that it has been used for a picnic area and by the kids.  Father replied that the 

“build it and they will come” approach did not work when we spent $8,500 to get what we 

have now.  He asked, “Do we have a plan on HOW this is to be used, before we spend more 

money?”  Therese asked if there are issues with planting trees so close to the leach lines and 

septic tank.  Mike said he was told no by the landscapers who have looked at the area.  

Father suggested that we need a plan to work from before proceeding with any project of 

this sort.  Lance suggested that we need a 5-yar, 10-year plan to refer to for these projects.  

Tammy replied that there are plans that were drawn up by the parish when we built the 

current sanctuary. 

Father would like the Council to review the plans that were drawn up when 

building the current sanctuary.  Tammy will pull the plans.  The group will then 

start working on a Master plan. 

• Investment options – on hold for now. 

• Safe Environment renewal update Therese reminded Mike and Maryellen Chavez, 

Barbara Braendle, Mary Shoemaker, Carmen and Jim Peoples all need to complete a 

renewal as soon as possible. 

NEW BUSINESS 

• Reserve water tank and filter system – Father was informed by the town of Chino Valley 

that as a commercial operation, if we do not have water available, we cannot be open. The 

recent water line break meant that we did not have water available for approximately 10 

hours.  The sand that got into the lines caused the toilets to malfunction, and we had to repair 

the toilets.  A reserve tank would tie to the hall and rectory only and would be separate from 

the existing lines.  Adding a filter would prevent the sand damage.  The tank would need to 

be at least 1,000 gallons.  This project needs to be researched.  Bill and Mike will research 

this with Valley Pump. 



• 40 Days for Life account Tammy reported that we currently have $1,760 dollars in a 

designated account for our 40 Days for Life group.  This money comes from the Gospel of 

Life collection that is done once a year.  The parish keeps 1/3 of the collection and sends 2/3 

to the Diocese as per the instructions we receive.  However, at this time, we do not have an 

active group.  She spoke with Father and they suggested that the money be split between the 

two pro-life pregnancy centers we are currently supporting, Life Connections in Prescott 

Valley, and Life Pregnancy Resource Center in Chino Valley.  Tammy suggested that this 

be done once a year so that the funds from the Gospel of Life collection are put to good use. 

Bill made a motion to split the money 60/40 between Life Pregnancy Resource 

Center (Chino Valley) and Life Connections Prescott Valley) in January.  Marie 

seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

• Altar railing and stain glass in the Altar – Father told the Council that the railing is 

unnecessary, and it could be removed.  This would then allow for the addition of stained 

glass in the lower portion of the altar to be visible.  The suggested glass would be for a lamb, 

host and chalice in the front three openings, and the Holy Ghost in the side openings.  The 

Council will meet in the church for their next meeting to review the suggestions. 

• Sunday count review – Nothing to report – Good job everyone!   

• New signers for our Checking accounts – Candy reported that to add signature at Chase Bank, 

we need an appointment.  The Business Banker at Chase will not be available until two weeks 

from now.  OneAZ Credit Union can take care of this without an appointment.  Candy will 

work with Chase to try to schedule an appointment the week of October 21st.   

OTHER ITEMS:  

 none 

MEMBER CONCERNS –  

Rachel asked Therese to reminded Lance that their teams had switched for October.  Lance 

added that they have it scheduled and under control. 

Candy reported that the October 13th count will be done on Monday the 14th due to scheduling 

issues for her team. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Marie made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 pm.  Candie seconded the motion.  

Approved with all in favor. 

CLOSING PRAYER: offered by Father Fred. 

NEXT MEETING:  

November 14, 2019 at 6 pm starting in the church.  The group will then move to the hall for the 

remainder of the meeting. 

SUBMITTED BY: Tammy Holmes, Recording Secretary 

 


