
St Catherine Labouré Pastoral Council Meeting 

May 13, 2019 

Call to Order by Len at 5:58 pm 

Present – Joyce Ford, JoAnn French, Sean Holmes, Katie Napp, Len Rechichar, John Reed 
Father Fred 

Absent –Al Parnell (all excused) 

Guests – Deacon Michael Holmes, Therese Baker 

Recorder: Tammy Holmes 

Opening prayer – Joyce 

Reading of Parish Mission Statement: 

Mission Statement: We, the community of St. Catherine Labouré, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, will strive to serve the Gospel message in reaching out as the Body of Christ to 
serve our brothers and sisters.  

Approval of minutes –  

JoAnn made a motion to approve the minutes from March 11, 2019.  Joyce seconded 
the motion. Approved with all in favor. 

Call to the public:  

Deacon Holmes – Ayman Khair left information about pilgrimages to the Holy 
Land.  He would like to know if there is any interest on the part of St. Catherine’s - 
would the Parish Council be willing to make this available to the parishioners?  
Ayman would be willing to come up to do a presentation to the parish.  Father is 
not really interested in going as the trip would be difficult for him.  He added that 
finding a priest to go for free with enough sign ups would not be the problem.   

ACTION ITEM:  Tammy will make information regarding the trip 
suggested by Ayman available to the Council members for further 
consideration. 

Therese – asked if the Divine Mercy picture could out in the Church all the time.  Father 
only one image is allowed at a time – we cannot have multiple images out at the same 
time.  Other Churches may choose to ignore the directive, however we will not and will 
keep the focus on the Crucifix, which is the ultimate depiction of mercy and love. 

Public concerns voiced to Council members:  

Katie – people were very impressed with Deacon Holmes sermon on Mother’s Day 
weekend.  She reported that many people said it made them feel “empowered” to go out 
and defend our faith from the people who are attacking what we believe. 

Pastor’s Report: 

Father – reported that approving the budget has our concentration right now.  There are 
several projects under consideration, and a lot depends upon approval of the contracts 
from the Diocese and scheduling in a way that the parishioners feel the least amount of 
inconvenience. (For a list of projects, see the Project Update section). 

He also reported that the speakers at the recent Diocesan Convocation of Priests were 
very good.  Overall, he felt things went very well that week. 



Father mentioned that there has been a change to the Safe Environment Training program 
by the Diocese.  This change will require everyone to submit their social security number 
for a background check.  We will still need to have volunteer reference checks and an 
interview done at parish level before a person can volunteer.  Tammy added that the new 
program is being handled through Catholic Mutual Group (CMG).  They are the insurance 
agency for the Diocese of Phoenix.  The new program format will mean that the Safe 
Environment Coordinator must do a lot more checking of status for volunteers.  Volunteers 
cannot serve until they have completed the reference checks, interview, background 
check and the Safe Environment course – no exceptions.  We have worked very hard up 
to this point to have all of the required reference checks and interviews done for our 
volunteers.  Everyone will need to log on to the new Safe Environment system from CMG 
and input their social security number in order to take their mandatory renewal class this 
year beginning on July 1st. 

Committee Reports –   

No comments. 

OLD BUSINESS –  

• Review of Parish Pastoral Plan 

o Reach out to former Catholics – Catholics Welcomed Home (March 23,30, April 5), 
RCIA (two Catechumens, One Candidate for Confirmation) , Intentional Disciples 

o Establish multi-generational programs – Holy Family Ministry 

o Increase ministry volunteers – As new members join parish, we are getting an 
occasional volunteer. Still have resistance to the Safe Environment program. 

o Foster Spiritual Growth – Intentional Disciples program.  Bible Studies, Adult 
Formation Classes – JoAnn going to become a Catechist Trainer if Diocese accepts 
her class credits. 

• Action Items from last meeting: 

o Letter to groups regarding attending meetings – needs to be completed. 

• Project Update 

o Electronic Locks for church – The Finance Council requested change of hardware.  
Tammy has a call into the company to see if this will speed things up.  Father expressed 
concern that if getting the original parts has taken this long, what would it mean if we 
needed to get a replacement part?   

o Sound System – currently working to reduce the hissing and popping sounds we have 
been experiencing.  There are two different issues we are working to correct. 

o Parking Lot – The Finance Council is currently working on an upgrade to the parking 
lot.  We have selected a company to work with and will be submitting the project to the 
Diocese for final approval. 

o Sidewalk repairs – the Finance Council has selected a company to work with to 
replace the sidewalk on the south side of the building as it has become very cracked.   

o Kitchen upgrade – The Finance Council is working on purchasing two new stoves for 
the kitchen.  Bids are being gathered to put in the proper fire suppression hood over 
the stoves.  Some minor changes will be made to the cabinets in the kitchen (removed 
above the stoves, some shelving added).  Father will be sending out a letter to all the 



groups explaining the new policy regarding cleaning deposits and cleaning that will be 
in effect as soon as the kitchen has been redone. 

o Replacement of AC Unit in the Church.  We have one unit that is failing.  The Finance 
Council has been working to decide how best to replace the unit to get the best benefit 
for the parishioners.  We are also checking into a switch to 3-phase power which would 
allow us to purchase a larger more efficient cooling unit. 

o Solar System – we have selected a company to work with for maintenance and 
monitoring of the system.  They have already corrected a couple of issues for us.  We 
are checking into the option of switching our inverters to 3-phase power. 

o Hall floor waxing – supplies have been purchased and we are working to set a date 
to have the hall floor waxed – looking at this point to July after VBS has been 
completed. 

o Carpet cleaning in the church – this will be done following the Altar Society “deep 
cleaning day” and VBS both of which are occurring in July. 

• Parish Newsletter Assignment 

o June issue – Katie (due May 15) 

New Business 

• Budget Presentation – Therese Baker, Finance Council President 

o Katie – asked why there was not any collection information for Christmas or Easter 
for the Spanish Mass?  As the Spanish Mass attendees do not typically use 
envelopes, there was no way to separate what was given as Christmas or Easter 
from the money in the bag.  Also, no collection was taken at the Bilingual Christmas 
Mass. 

o Katie – asked what is a stole fee?  This is money given to the parish for funerals, 
weddings, baptisms. 

o Katie – asked what the current plan is for the property on Road 1 west?  Father 
replied that right now we have allowed a rancher to graze cows on it to give us an 
agricultural property tax status.  Katie asked why we are keeping the property. 
Father replied considering it is 21 acres and valued at over $425k it is an asset for 
us to deal with at a later time that continues to increase in value.  Father added that 
one of the reasons we chose to do projects here at the parish was to make a better 
investment for our parishioners than the little interest we have been getting on our 
savings.  The Finance Council felt that doing repairs and upgrades to our physical 
property would in the long run be the best use of the money given to the parish. 

o John asked if the $17k spent on the fence a good deal?  Father replied that we 
decided to go with the 4 ft vinyl fence for only $2k more than a 3 ft fence. The 4ft 
fence also was of a better construction plan with the posts being cemented in place. 

▪ JoAnn made a motion to approve budget as presented.  Sean seconded 
the motion.  Approved all in favor, with a proxy aye from Al Parnell.   

o Len expressed thanks to Therese for her leadership and to the Finance Council for 
their hard work on the budget. 

o Father expressed his thanks to both the Councils as our parish is blessed 
compared to other parishes who must do much more work to pass a budget.  Our 



parish is spared from the often-difficult decisions to drastically cut budget requests 
as this parish has money available due to the generosity of our parishioners and 
good stewardship on behalf of those who are in leadership positions. 

• Pastoral Council Officer Nominations – not needed this year. 

• Upcoming Parish Events (May 14 to May 31) 

o Just Coffee May 18 & 19 after Saturday night and Sunday morning Masses 

o Holy Family Theology on the Grill – May 17 @ 5:30 pm 

o Children’s Liturgy of the Word – May 26 at the 9:30 am Mass 

o SVdP Donuts and Coffee – May 26 after 7:30 am & 9:30 am Masses 

o Marian Concert – “Ave Maria” May 31st at 6:30 pm   

• Parish Newsletter Assignment 

o July – due June 15 - JoAnn 

o August due July 15 – Joyce 

Member Concerns – 

JoAnn – reported that her certification from the Diocese is currently on hold as they are 
unsure of when they will be offering the seminar she must attend in order to graduate from 
her Kino sessions and become a Catechist trainer. 

Katie – reported that there will be a Marian consecration coming up on May 30 for the 
members of the 33 days to Morning Glory class. 

Katie – the Ladies completed the baby shower for the Pregnancy Center in Chino by 
packing and delivering the items this morning.   

Katie – reminded everyone that the Ladies have an upcoming Rummage sale.  Tammy 
added that no donations will be accepted until June 20. 

Katie – would like to see the parish invite the St. Paul Street Evangelization group to 
come here to do a presentation to teach people to evangelize through handing out the 
Miraculous Medal.  Father feels the program is valuable but there is a cost to the program, 
and the program is designed for larger parishes.  We would need to know what the cost 
will be.   

ACTION ITEM:  Katie will get more information regarding the program by the 
St. Paul Street Evangelization group – including any and all costs to the 
parish, and what they require for the number of attendees for the classes. 

Agenda items for Pastoral Council Master Plan Meeting on June 15, 2019 starting at 9 am 
in the St. Michael Room 

• Everyone please review the minutes from January meeting/retreat and come with ideas! 

Agenda items for regular meeting on July 8, 2019 - 6 pm in the St. Michael Room 

• Territorial Days discussion 

• Halloween booth 

Sean made a motion to close the meeting after prayer and mission statement at 7:04 pm. 
Joyce seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 



Closing prayer – Father Fred 

Mission statement read by all. 

NEXT MEETING: 

• Capital Plan meeting on June 15 beginning at 9 am in the St. Michael Room 

• Next regular meeting July 8, 2019 at 6 pm in the St. Michael Room 


