
St Catherine Labouré Pastoral Council Meeting 

November 11, 2019 

Call to Order by Sean at 6:00 pm 

Present – Joyce Ford, Sean Holmes, Katie Napp, Al Parnell, John Reed, and Father Fred 

Absent – Len Rechichar (excused), JoAnn French 

Guests – Laurie Crawford 

Recorder: Tammy Holmes 

Opening prayer – Fr. Fred 

Reading of Parish Mission Statement: 

Mission Statement: We, the community of St. Catherine Labouré, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, will strive to serve the Gospel message in reaching out as the Body of Christ to 
serve our brothers and sisters.  

Approval of minutes –  

Joyce made a motion to approve the minutes from September 09, 2019.  Katie 
seconded the motion. Approved with all in favor. 

Call to the public:  

Laurie Crawford – Laurie recently visited her sister’s parish in Pinetop, AZ.  They 
have a beautiful columbarium on their property.  Laurie said she was certain that 
something like this would be of benefit to our community, as she had spoken with 
several people who agreed with her.  She wanted to know if we could do something 
like this here.  Fr. Fred replied that the Diocese of Phoenix doesn’t allow parishes 
to independently put up any sort of columbarium.  They have a Catholic Cemetery 
group, and they only allow Diocesan sanctioned cemeteries.  Father assured Laurie 
that we would not oppose this here at St. Catherine’s.  She was encouraged to 
speak with the Diocese and let them know of the interest by parishioners for a 
columbarium. 

Public concerns voiced to Council members:  

Katie – People have said they don’t like the “Stop” reminders on the doors.  These signs 
were being used to help those with codes for the alarm system remember to use their 
code before unlocking the doors.  They will be removed soon. 

Pastor’s Report: 

Al – asked about our new deacon – does he live in the area?  Father replied that deacon 
Lance Vivet will be installed at the 5 pm mass on November 16 as a new deacon for St. 
Catherine’s.  He has moved here from California and is not a “replacement” for any of our 
current deacons. Lance lives in Dewey. 

Sean – asked where the new parking bumpers were being installed.  Tammy replied they 
are going along the east side of parking lot to keep people from running into the fence. 

Al – asked if Fr. Alberto was still coming to St. Catherine’s.  Father replied that the 
Claretians are still looking to send him here, but that at this point, everything is still on hold. 
There is still uncertainty where he will be living at this point, especially since our rectory is 
not set up for two priests.  



Committee Reports –   

Katie – reported that the Ladies had a really successful Christmas Bazaar.  They are 
hoping to find ways to donate back to the church and welcome any ideas from Father for 
them to use their funds.  They are asking for donations to their Thanksgiving food baskets 
this month.  In December they will be asking for donations to their Christmas food baskets.  
The Ladies purchase gifts for the families in December.  The Ladies are buying a white 
vestment to match the ones already purchased in other colors for Father Fred.  They are 
also purchasing some clerical shirts for Father. 

OLD BUSINESS –  

• Action Items from previous meeting(s): 

o Letter to the groups regarding request to attend meetings – this is still open 

o Letter to Sacred Heart and St. Germaine for a get together meeting – this is still 
open. 

o Halloween Trick-Or-Treat report - Katie reported that this event was a great success!  
They ran out of all of the prizes they had purchased for the game.  The Ladies vice-
president attended the event with her children and wants to help next year with 
decorating the booth.  The cold may have kept some kids away this year, but they had 
enough candy by supplementing what came from the town.  Katie handed out flyers 
with information about St. Catherine’s when she could, but the number of kids that 
came through took most of her time.  Katie was approached by a pastor from one of 
the other churches in town.  They were really happy to see St. Catherine’s participating 
in the Trunk or Treat, but they wanted to know if we would be participating in other 
activities like Praise in the Park.   

o Pastoral Council Retreat –  

o Al suggests maybe that would be a good time to invite the members from 
Sacred Heart and St. Germaine’s to discuss our master plan and compare it 
with theirs.  Father replied that he feels that it would be less appropriate to ask 
them to come without a plan in place for what we actually want to do.  We need 
to know what it is we want to expect to achieve and then ask them how we can 
work together.  Father can ask for copies of the plans from the other churches 
to further our work, but a meeting to just compare plans won’t be effective. 

o Katie asked Father if he had any suggestions for a topic for the retreat.  Father 
replied that in his opinion, a retreat should be a retreat, not a business meeting.  
He would like to see an opportunity for spiritual growth instead of just another 
opportunity to work on plans. 

o Joyce suggested that we spend time talking about our discipleship and how we 
have grown closer to Christ, and how we can help others. 

o Sean proposed that after Mass, we have a short time of adoration to prepare 
ourselves for the retreat. He suggested that the group then use time to discuss 
how we ourselves have grown in relation to the Lord and how we can help to 
bring others closer to God as Joyce mentioned. 

▪ Sean made a motion to begin with Mass, followed by adoration, and 
a discussion on discipleship.  This would be followed by a very brief 



business meeting.  Katie seconded the motion.  Approved with all 
in favor. 

o Christmas concerns – Katie asked if we had enough ministers to have the 
Precious Blood for Advent.  Father replied that thanks to the recent recruitment 
effort, yes, we have enough.  Katie suggested perhaps it’s better not to have 
both for Christmas masses as people who come only once a year tend to come 
to Christmas.  Father replied that the Church sees Christmas as a Special Feast 
Day, and offering the Precious Blood is important on that day.  Father will 
address some catechesis regarding how to receive the Body and Blood of Christ 
as we lead up to Christmas. 

• Project Update 

o New Fire Suppression Hood in Kitchen – project is underway 

o AC for church – on hold waiting for crane schedule 

o AC for St. Michael – waiting for bid approvals and installation of cement pads.  

• Parish Newsletter Assignment 

o December issue – Katie (due Nov 15) 

• Standing Agenda Items 

o Christmas (discussed earlier in meeting) 

New Business 

• Goal #5 – Continue to maintain and improve our facilities to further our vision and mission 

o Sean – there have been many changes over the past 20 years he has been 
attending St. Catherine’s including upgrades to the church, the addition of the St. 
Michael room, the solar panels, and AC units, and the parking lot upgrade.  He sees 
a need to address the 3-year, 5-year and 10-year needs of the parish. 

o Al – at one point we were going through the process to become an emergency 
center for Yavapai County. Sean added that the solar panels were part of that 
process.  Tammy added we worked previously with the YC Emergency Services 
Director to determine what we would need to do in case of an emergency 
displacement.  The YCE Director informed us that in the case of an emergency, 
they would bring in necessary support, including generators, potable water trucks, 
portable showers, and food truck, if we would agree to allow them to use our 
property for those who had been displaced in an emergency.  The Council at that 
time did agree to this, and we did not need to do any changes to our structures for 
this to occur. 

o Katie added that she has been working with an emergency group that is providing 
training for triage and first aid here in Chino.  They are using the First Baptist Church 
as their headquarters. 

o Al – asked what plans we have for use of the other property the parish owns.  Father 
replied that we have no plans at this point.  We have been approached by a few 
groups in regard to use of the property, but none have been in the best interest of 
the parish at this point.  He did ad that the Diocese now allows for priests to live in 
rectories that are not directly connected to the parish, and this could be a possible 
solution to the need to add another living quarter to our current rectory.  As currently 



there is major building going on in the Tri-City area, building costs are inflated and 
finding a contractor to do a “small” project is almost impossible.  In a couple of 
years, it may be different, and we should make plans for that time frame. 

o Sean – added that since the Claretians are planning to send another priest, we 
need a residence for more than one priest. This would allow for an increase in office 
space as well as better accommodations for the priests. He felt this was a 3 to 5-
year goal. 

o Sean – felt another issue is a more permanent space for the choir.  The current 
trailer being used by the choir is in need of replacement as the Finance Council has 
determined that they will not spend any more money on repairs for the building.  
This is also a 3 to 5-year goal. 

o Joyce – asked if there are any plans for a larger church space?  With all of the 
growth that is going on we may outgrow our current church.  Father replied that 
when he came in 2008, we had 300 families.  We are now up to 700 families.  With 
the construction of 12,000 new homes, we can project that we could gain 
approximately 300 to 400 new families.  Sean suggested that this is perhaps a 10-
year goal.  Tammy added that the current Master Plan drawings for structures on 
the property show the construction of a new sanctuary in 2025. 

o Al – added it would be interesting to get population projections for the Tri-City area.  
We also need to keep in mind that There will be people leaving the parish as well.   

▪ Can we get any projections for population here in Yavapai?  

▪ Tammy will pull the current Master Plan drawings for the Council to use as 
a starting point. 

o Father – added that in addition to potentially moving the rectory to the other 
property, there may be opportunities for the property to be used for retreat ministry 
by the Claretians.   

• 18-month plan to move to reduction of print media 

o Tammy reported that she had done a “straw poll” of some of the members of the 
parish.  Most people would prefer to get the newsletter verses a bulletin if they had 
to give something up.  There are some people who have been very vocal about 
being unhappy that they would be asked a choice as they want both a bulletin and 
a newsletter. 

o John – asked what would it take to stop printing the bulletin?  Tammy replied we 
would need to wait until July because the advertisers have paid through July, or 
refund the money to the advertisers. 

o Father – suggested that we don’t print the bulletin the first week of the month as 
the newsletter has been mailed out and would take the place of the bulletin that 
week. 

o Sean suggested we use May and June to inform people that we will be 
discontinuing printing a bulletin in July.   

o Father – added that we can also consider printing bulletins using an outside 
company.  Some companies charge $400 per quarter for the same ad we charge 
our advertisers only $175 for the year.  We do not want to place a hardship burden 
on our advertisers as many of them are parishioners.   



• Al made a motion to put the 18-month plan on the next agenda 
for further discussion, and to set deadlines for implementing the 
plan.  Sean seconded.  Approved all in favor. 

• Parish Newsletter Assignment 

o January- due December 15 - Joyce 

o February due January 15 – Al 

Member Concerns – 

none 

Agenda items for next meeting on January 11: 

There will be a very short business meeting following Mass, adoration, and our 
discussion.   

Al made a motion to close the meeting after prayer and mission statement at 7:45 pm. 
Sean seconded the motion.  Approved with all in favor. 

Closing prayer – Father Fred 

Mission statement read by all. 

Next meeting January 11, 2020 – retreat (in the church) followed by a brief meeting. 


